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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . When making claim amendments, the applicant is encouraged to consider each . 
reference in its entirety, including those portions that have not been cited by the 
examiner and their equivalents as they may most broadly and appropriately apply to any 
particular anticipated claim amendments. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claim 25(d) objected to because of the following informalities: "... without 
modifying the data the define the media object. . . Examiner interprets the highlighted 
word, the, as being a typing error and should be interpreted as the word that. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim 35 objected to because of the following informalities: "...aid the user to 
one of perfomn the best modification...". Examiner interprets the highlighted word, 
perfomn, as providing an understanding of the context of the feature, however, examiner 
interprets the above feature as best understood Appropriate correction is required. 



Infyrmation Disclosure Statem&fit 

3. The infonmation disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on 4/30/02 is being 
considered by the examiner. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under 
section 122(b), by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for patent by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, 
except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application 
filed in the United States only if the international application designated the 
United States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English 
language. 

5. Claims 1-37 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by SULL 
et al. US Patent No. 2002/0069218. 



6. Examiner interprets SULL et al to disclose A method for lossless editing of a 
media object, comprising the steps of: 

(a) accessing data defining the media object to produce a 
representation of the media object (sections 0070 and 0523); 

(b) enabling a user to selectively edit the representation of the media 
object by applying a modification to the representation (sections 0070 and 0523); 

(c) rendering a modified media object in accord with the modification to 
the representation (section 0165); and 
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(d) storing metadata that define the modification applied to the 
representation in association with the media object, without modifying the data that 
define the media object (sections 0070 and 0523). 

7. As per daim 2, SULL et al meet limitations of claim 1 , including, the method of 
Claim 1, wherein the media object comprises an image (section 0037), and wherein the 
.modification comprises the step of cropping the representation of the media object 
(section 0523). said metadata defining a size and a position of a crop outline on the 
representation of the image to indicate limits of a cropped image (section 0523). 

8. As per daim 3, SULL et al meet limitations of daim 2, further comprising the 
steps of: 

(a) enabling the user to again selectively edit the representation of the 
media object, by applying a further modification that changes the limits of the cropped 
image on the representation of the media objed (sedion 0523); 

(b) updating the metadata to define the modification by indicating new 
limits of the cropped image (sedion 0523); and 

(c) rendering the modified media objed in accord with the further 
modification (sedion 0165). 

9. As per daim 4, SULL et al meet limitations of daim 2, induding, wherein the 
image is stored in a Joint Photographic Experts Group (JPEG) format (sedion 0220). 
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10. As per claim 5, SULL et al meet limitations of claim 1, wherein the step of 
storing the metadata comprises the step of storing a stream of the metadata in a 
substorage of an object linking and embedding (OLE) file (sections 0165 and 0220). 

11. As per claim 6, SULL et al meet limitations of Claim 2, including, wherein the 
step of rendering comprises the step of rendering the cropped image without portions of 
the representation that lie outside the limits of the cropped image (section 0165). 

12. As per claim 7, SULL et al meet limitations of Claim 6, including, further 
comprising the step of compressing data for a portion of the media object within the 
limits of the cropped image (section 0081). 

1 3. As per claim 8, SULL et al , meet limitations of Claim 2, further 
comprising the step of storing the cropped image as a JPEG stream of data in a 
substorage of an OLE file (sections 0165 and 0220). 

14. As per daim 9, SULL et al meet limitations of Claim 8, including, wherein 
the OLE file defines a collection of one or more images (section 0165). 

15. As per claim 10, SULL et ai meet limitations of Claim 2, including, 
further comprising the step of providing input to the metadata for storage that defines at 
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least one of an image title, an image number, an image rotation, an image width, and 
image height, and an image source file location for the media object (the at least 
underlined feature is met in section 0032). 

16. As per daim 1 1 , SULL et al meet limitations of Claim 2, including, further 
comprising the step of perceptibly differentiating a first portion of the representation of 
the image from a second portion of the representation of the image, >vherein the first 
portion and second portion are demarcated by the crop outline (sections 0037 and 
0523). 

17. As per claim 12, SULL et al meet limitations of claim 1 , including, a 
machine-readable medium having machine instructions for perfonning the steps of 
claim 1 (sections 0040, 0459-0461 and figure 25). 

18. As per claim 13, SULL et al meet limitations of claim 2, including, a 
machine-readable medium having machine instructions for perfomiing the steps of 
Claim 1 (sections 0040, 0459-0461 and figure 25). 

19. As per claim 14, examiner interprets SULL et al to disclose a system for 
lossless editing of a media object, comprising: 

(a) a processor/ virtual video editor (sections 0076-0078, 01 21 , 01 28, 
0463. 0466 and 0472); 
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(b) a display in communication with the processor (sections 0076- 
0078, 0121, 0128. 0463, 0466 and 0472); 

(c) an input device in communication with the processor (sections 
0076-0078, 0121. 0128, 0282. 0461) : and 

(d) a memory in communication with the processor, said memory 
storing the media object and machine instructions (sections 0076-0078, 0282, 0461, 
0463, 0466 and 0472)that cause the processor to: 

(i) access data defining the media object, to produce a 
representation of the media object (sections 0070 and 0523); 

(ii) enable a user to employ the input device to selectively edit the 
representation of the media object by applying a modification to the representation 
(sections 0070 and 0523); 

(iii) render a modified media object in accord with the metadata 

(section 0165); and 

(iv) store metadata that define the modification applied to the 
representation in association with the media object, without modifying the data that 
define the media object (sections 0070 and 0523). 

20. As per claim 15, SULL et al meet limitations of claim 14, including, wherein the 
media object comprises an image (section 0037), and wherein a user is enabled to crop 
the representation of the media object (section 0523). said metadata defining a size and 
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a position of a crop outline on the representation of the image on the display, to indicate 
limits of a cropped image on the representation of the media object (section 0523). 

21. As per claim 16, SULL et al meet limitations of claim 15, including, wherein the 
machine instruction further cause the processor to: 

(a) enable a user to employ the input device to again selectively edit the 
representation of the media object, by applying a further modification that changes the 
limits of the cropped image on the representation of the media object appearing on the 
display (section 0523); 

(b) update the metadata to define the modification by indicating new 
limits of the cropped image (section 0523); and 

(c) render the modified media object on the display in accord with the 
further modification (section 0165). 

22. As per claim 17, SULL et al meet limitations of claim 15, including, wherein the 
image is stored in the memory in a Joint Photographic Experts Group (JPEG) format 
(section 0220). 

23. As per claim 18. SULL et al meet limitations of claim 15, including, wherein the 
metadata are stored in the memory as a stream of data in a substorage of an object 
linking and embedding (OLE) file (sections 0165 and 0220). 
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24. As per claim 1 9, SULL et al meet limitations of claim 1 5, Including, wherein the 
machine instnjctions further cause the processor to render the cropped image without 
portions of the representation that lie outside the limits of the cropped image (section 
0165). 

25. As per daim 20, SULL et al meet limitations of claim 1 9, wherein the machine 
instructions further cause the processor to compress data for a portion of the media 
object within the limits of the cropped Image (section 0081). 

26. As per daim 21 , SULL et al meet limitations of daim 1 5, induding, wherein the 
machine instructions further cause the processor to store the cropped image as a JPEG 
stream of data in a subslorage of an OLE file (sections 0165 and 0220). 

27. As per daim 22, SULL et al meet limitations of daim 15, induding, wherein the 
OLE file defines a collection of one or more images (section 0165). 

28. As per daim 23, SULL et al meet limitations of claim 1 5, induding, wherein the 
machine instrudions further cause the processor to provide input to the metadata for 
storage in the memory, wherein said input defines at least one of an imaoe title, an 
image number, an image rotation, an image width, and image height, and an image 
source file location for the media objed in the memory (the at least underlined feature is 
met - sedion 0032). 
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29. As per claim 24, SULL et al meet limitations of claim 1 5, including, wherein the 
machine instructions further cause the processor to perceptibly differentiate a first 
portion of the representation of the image from a second portion of the representation of 
the image, wherein the first portion and second portion are demarcated by the crop 
outline (sections 0037 and 0523). 

30. As per claim 25, examiner interprets SULL et al to disclose a method for lossless 
modification of a media object, comprising the steps of: 

(a) accessing data defining the media object to produce a 
representation of the media object (sections 0070 and 0523); 

(b) enabling a user to perform a first modification of the representation 
of the media object (sections 0070 and 0523); 

(c) rendering the first modification- of the representation (section 
0165); 

(d) storing metadata that define the first modification applied to the 
representation of the media object, without modifying the data the define the media 
object (sections 0070 and 0523); 

(e) subsequently accessing the media object and metadata (sections 
0070 and 0523); 

(f) rendering the representation of the media object as defined by 
the metadata (section 0165); 
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(g) enabling the user to further modify the first modification of the 
representation of the media object, to produce a second modification (sections 0070 
and 0523); and 

(h) storing metadata that now define the second modification of the 
media object, without modifying the data the define the media object (sections 0070 and 
0523). 

31 . As per claim 26, SULL et al meet limitations of claim 25, including, wherein the 
representation of the media object comprises one of a static image, a video image , and 
an audible sound (the at least underlined feature is met - sections 0070 and 0523). 

32. As per claim 27, SULL et al meet limitations of claim 26, including, wherein the 
modification comprises at least one of the steps of cropping , rotating, and trimming an 
image that comprises the representation of the media object (the at least underlined 
feature is disclosed (section 0523). 

33. As per claim 28, SULL et al meet limitations of claim 25, including, wherein the 
metadata comprises dimensions of a crop outline (section 0523). 

34. As per daim 29, SULL et al meet limitations of claim 25, including, further 
comprising the step of perceptibly differentiating a first portion of the representation of 
the media object from a second portion of the representation of the media object to aid 
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the user to one of perfonn the first modification and further modify the first modification 
(sections 0037 and 0523). 

35. As per claim 30, SULL et a! meet limitations of claim 25, including A 
machine-readable medium/(CDs, DVDs, FLOPPYs, DISKs and other optical and 
mechanical mediums) having machine instructions for performing the steps of Claim 25 
(sections 0059, 0070, 0351 , 0365 and 0461). 

36. As per claim 31 , examiner interprets SULL et al to disclose a system for lossless 
modification of a media object, comprising: 

(a) a processor (sections 0076-0078, 01 21 , 01 28, 0463, 0463 and 
0472); 

(b) an input device in communication with the processor (sections 
0076-0078, 0121, 0128, 0282. 0461. 0463 and 0472); and 

(c) a memory in communication with the processor, said memory storing 
data defining a media object and machine instructions (sections 007-0078, 0121, 0128. 
0282.0461. 0463 and 0472) )that cause the processor to: 

(i) access the data defining the media object to produce a 
representation of the media object (sections 0070 and 0523); 

(ii) enable a user to employ the input device to perfonm a first 
modification of the representation of the media object (sections 0070 and 0523); 
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(Hi) render the first modification of the representation (section 
0165); 

(iv) store metadata that define the first modification applied to the 
representation of the media object in the memory, without modifying the data the define 
the media object (sections 0070 and 0523); 

(v) subsequently access the media object and metadata in 
the memory (sections 0070 and 0523); 

(vi) rendering the representation of the media object as 
defined by the metadata (section 0165); 

(vii) enabling the user to further modify the first modification of the 
representation of the media object, to produce a second modification (sections 0070 
and 0523); and 

(viii) storing metadata that now define the second modification of 
the media object in the memory (sections 0070 and 0523). 

37. As per claim 32, SULL et al meet limitations of claim 31, wherein the 
representation of the media object comprises one of a static image, a video image , and 
an audible sound ((the at least underlined feature is met - sections 0070 and 0523). 

38. As per claim 33, SULL et al meet limitations of claim 31 , wherein the modification 
comprises one of croDDlno. rotating, and trimming an image that comprises the 
representation of the media object (section 0523). 
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39. As per daim 34, SULL et al meet limitations of claim 31, wherein the metadata 
comprises dimensions of a crop outline (section 0523). 

40. As per claim 35, SULL et al meet limitations of claim 31, wherein the machine 
instructions further cause the processor to perceptibly differentiate a first portion of the 
representation of the media object from a second portion of the representation of the 
media object to aid the user to one of perfomn (sections 0070 and 0523 )the first 
modification and further modify the first modification (sections 0070 and 0523 disclose 
the features of the claim language of claim 35 as best understood by the examiner). 

41. As per claim 36, examiner interprets SULL et al to disclose a machine-readable 
medium having a data structure for lossless modification of a media object comprising: 

(a) metadata defining a modification that is to be applied when 
rendering data defining a media object (sections 0070, 0165 and 0523); and 

(b) the data defining the media object (sections 0070, 0165 and 0523). 

42. As per daim 37, examiner interprets SULL et al to disdose a machine-readable 
medium having a data structure for a collection of media objects comprising a 
substorage (setions 0165 and 0220), wherein the substorage comprises data defining a 
media object (sections 0165 and 0220); and metadata defining a modification that is to 
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be applied to a representation of the media object when the data defining the media 
object is rendered (sections 0070 and 0523). 

Conclusion 

43. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. BETZ et al, US Patent Application Publication, Pub. No. US 
20020089519 disclose editing video and media data see figures 6 and 8b; KIRANI et 
al, US Patent Application Publication, Pub. No. US 20020032027 disclose editing 
media processing see figure 6b; and ALVAREZ et al, US Patent Application Publication, 
Pub. No. US 20010054131 disclose lossless compression and 
decompression/uncompression techniques. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to ANTHONY J BLACKMAN whose telephone number is 
703-305-0833. The examiner can normally be reached on FLEX SCHEDULE. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, MATTHEW BELLA can be reached on 703-308-6829. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status infomiation for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more infomiatlon about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). ^^-^^ / 
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